Artificial insemination and embryo transfer in mares.
Mares can be artificially inseminated with chilled or frozen semen to increase the revenue from their offspring. Embryo transfer can be used to produce more than one foal from a single mare per season. Recent advances in using equine follicle-stimulating hormone to induce superovulation in mares have stimulated research on preserving equine embryos. Equine embryos are usually collected on day 7 or 8 after ovulation, and younger (day 6.5) embryos are typically cryopreserved. Cryopreservation improves the ability of veterinary clinicians to preserve embryos for implantation in recipient mares and facilitates international exchange of embryos.